Call for Participants for OSI-HESP Regional Seminar for Excellence in Teaching

Bureaucracy and the Post-Soviet Political Regimes

(2011-2014)

Deadline: 11 April 2011 

This project is organized through the Regional Seminar for Excellence in Teaching (ReSET) program as a part of the Open Society Institute’s International Higher Education Support Program (HESP). For further information about ReSET program please visit: http://www.soros.org/initiatives/hesp/focus/reset
The Project involves up to 25 participants who are junior faculty from the CIS region. All participants are the junior university academics, teaching in subjects relevant to the project theme on the undergraduate level. All program costs (tuition fees, reasonable travel expenses, accommodation, meals, cultural program, and educational materials) are covered by the Project. 

Participants will get an opportunity to establish an intensive cooperation with the Western scholars and the regional faculty as well as to build a creative network of young scholars and lay groundwork for the future projects.

Project Description

	Main Discipline
	Political Science

	Project Period
	June 2011 - May 2014

	Host Institution
	Southern Federal University, Rostov-on-Don (Russia)

	Working Languages
	English, Russian 

	
	

	Project Directors
	

	Name
	Viktor Makarenko

	Title, position, institution
	Professor, Director of the Center of Political Conceptology, Southern Federal University, Russia

	Name
	Sergey Potseluev 

	Title, position, institution
	Associate Professor, Southern Federal University, Russia

	Core Resource Faculty   
	

	Name
	Lew Gudkov

	Title, position, institution
	Professor, Director, Levada Center, Russia

	Name
	Boris Dubin

	Title, position, institution
	Head of Department of Sociopolitical Researches, Levada Center, Russia

	Name
	Steven Fish

	Title, position, institution
	Professor, University of California-Berkeley, USA

	Name
	Richard Sakwa

	Title, position, institution
	Professor, University of Kent, UK

	Name
	Viktor Makarenko

	Title, position, institution
	Professor, Director of the Center of Political Conceptology, Southern Federal University, Russia

	

	Project Concept

 
	

	Bureaucracy is one of the most common and topical problems of post-totalitarian modernization of the post-Soviet countries. The existing syllabi and manuals of political science treat this topic superficially and irrespective of the post-Soviet developments. The undergraduate programs of social disciplines are inclined to avoid the topics related to the bureaucratic phenomena. Hence, there is a need of an in-depth study and revision of the undergraduate teaching and curricula in the context of the post-Soviet region. The project proposes to upgrade methodologically and didactically the sections of the university syllabi, which are related to the bureaucracy issues, by taking into account the actual gaps and tendencies in bureaucracy research, especially from the standpoint of political realities in the post-Soviet countries. In addition, the project intends to contribute to such institutional developments in the undergraduate teaching as 1) the interdisciplinary approach to the complex social phenomena (like bureaucracy), and 2) the orientation on innovative/problematic forms of actual governance and management practices. 

	
	

	Participants Eligibility   
	

	Disciplines
	Social sciences and Humanities, especially Political Science. 

	Region/countries
	Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan

	Academic profile
	Junior university faculty and advanced graduate students who teach or will start teaching in the project’s period, and whose teaching and research interests are in the area of political science in general and/or bureaucracy studies in particular 

	Language Requirements
	Candidates must have a good working knowledge of Russian to read texts and participate in discussions; in addition working knowledge of English is desirable

	Application procedure 
	1. Application form (available online and upon request, submitted in English and/or Russian versions); 2. Curriculum Vitae including current research interests; 3. Statement of purpose including a brief description of the applicants' current teaching interests and a detailed statement to the topic: “How the participation in the project will enhance my academic and professional development?” ; b) list of applicant’s publications and syllabi relevant to the theme of the project; c) list of books/articles read by the applicant on the subject of project in the last 1-2 years; 4. Applicant’s 2-3 published texts (articles, chapters in books) relevant to the project’s topic; 5. Phone/skype interviews in selected cases. 

	Deadline for applications


	April 11, 2011

Notifications / Invitations to participants will be sent by Mid-May

	Contact information for applicants and general inquiries



	Contact person
	Sergey Potseluev

	Postal address
	pr. Lenina, d. 59, kv. 85, 344079, Rostov-on-Don, Russia

	Telephone/fax
	+7 890 34037294

	E-mail
	spotselu@mail.ru 

	Contact person
	Victor Makarenko

	E-mail
	vpmakar@aaanet.ru 

	Web site
	http://reset-bureaucracy.sfedu.ru, http://polittheory.narod.ru/index.htm   


For more information about Project’s Resource Faculty as well as Preliminary Program of Activities for the First Year of the Project (2011-2012), please see http://reset-bureaucracy.sfedu.ru
Application forms: english version, russian version
